
Educational Highlights: I have embraced the inter-
disciplinary nature of  a liberal arts education, and from 
day one I have sought to broaden my horizons through 
the classes I have taken and the organizations I have 
joined. I spent two years living in Women’s and Gen-
der studies learning communities, first as a freshman 
and second as a senior. I studied abroad my junior year 
at the Universities of  Nottingham (in England) and 
Tübingen (in Germany), where I was able to experience 
different cultures and languages. My senior year, I was 
accepted into the History and German Honor Societies 
and the Global Scholars program. 
Research Focus or Project: In the past year, I re-
searched German women’s experiences and their im-
pact on the reconstruction of  collective German identity in the postwar period. In my senior paper, I 
argued that Germany took on women’s experiences as national memory, which deprived them of  their 
gender and led to a culture of  collective victimization, but later served as an important entry point into 
Vergangenheitsbewältigung (coming to terms with the past). I am interested in the cultural production of  
memory through literature and film. I hope to expand this project, titled “Memory and the Mutterland,” 
later in my academic career. Also, I completed two independent studies. The first, in fall 2009, concerned 
gender theory, where I studied a broad sampling of  feminist and gender theory. In spring 2010, I re-
searched birth control and abortion in 20th century Europe. My aim was to make this study a truly com-
parative one, and I divided my syllabus into four parts: pre-WWII Europe, Britain and Ireland, the Medi-
terranean, and Germany and the former Soviet Bloc.
Future Plans: I have decided to take a year off  and I hope to return to Germany to improve my language 
skills and continue my research. I plan to spend my summer filling out applications for doctoral programs, 
which I will apply to in the fall. I plan to get a Ph.D. and teach history at the post-secondary level. 
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